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ROTARY CONNECTS THE WORLD

MARCH IS WATER AND SANITATION MONTH
HelloEveryone,

T hankyou Franforpassingonalltheem ailsoverthew eekendfrom R otary District9810,M ark
M aloney 2019-2020 P residentR otary Internationaland HolgerKnack2020-2021 P residentR otary
International.

Please note the Bendigo Bank Bowling Night this Wednesday has been cancelled indefinitely but
The Theatre night Tuesday “The Full Monty” is still going ahead.

Asourlivesarebeingim pactedand changingdaily w earebeingchallenged inm any w ays. Great
disappointm enttohavehad R otary Functionscancelledjustthislastw eek.

 T heS hineO nAw ards-w ew illstillcelebratew henthetim eisright,and congratulateour

candidateS tephentorecognisehisvolunteeringcontributiontocom m unity.

 T heR elay forL ife

 T heDistrictConference.

W earem akingcontactw ithourlocalcom m unity leaderstoseeifourclub isabletoassistthose,

w how illbem ostaffected i.e.FootHillsCom m unity w eekly m eals.

O nabrighternoteGraem eAspinallisoneofthesupportdriversfortheR otary BikeR idethisw eek
raisingm oney forAustralianR otary HealthR esearch. A distanceof540km startingatL akeBolac
HallsGap,M urtoatoBrim P atchew olloktoR osebery Horsham toBallaratfinishingatL ake
Daylesford.

Congratulationstoallridersand
supportteam . O neofthebest
R otary program m es.

Did you know “ AustralianR otary
Healthisone of the largest
independent funders of mental
health research within Australia?”

This week’s club meeting is being
held at the Arboretum 6.30 pm
BYO dinner. We will then discuss
future meeting plans.
S ountilT hursday stay safe.

Allan Tierney
President 2019/2020



“ That Was The Week That Was"
Thursday 12th March 2020

L astw eek7 R otariansand 3 P artnersattendedtheCom binedM eetingw iththeBoroniaInnerW heel
Clubtosupport“ AngelFlight” .

T heguestspeakersw ereR eg(thepilot) and W arren(EarthAngel)
w hogaveavery enlighteningand entertainingspeechand
toldofthew onderfulw orkthatAngel Flightprovidestoassist
country peopletoaccessspecialist m edicaltreatm entthat
w ould otherw isebeunavailableto them becauseofvast
distanceandhightravelcosts.

Allthe“ Angels” arevolunteers,w ith thepilotsflyingtheirow n
aircraftand coveringm ostexpenses involvedineachflight(their
fuelcostsarenow covered).

T hey arearegisteredcharitable organisation,w hodonot
receiveany governm entfunding,and rely onpublicdonationsto
providethisvaluableservice.

T hesecaringcom passionatevolunteers doanoutstandingjoband
from theirpresentationitw asobvious thatthey gainenorm ous
personalsatisfactionfrom helping thoseinneed.

IMPORTANT DATES TO DIARISE

2020 Program. Speaker

M arc h is W ater& S anitation m onth
22-Mar Bunnings Sausage Sizzle
26-Mar CALTORIA BREWERY VISIT – TO B E C O NFIRM ED

A pril is M aternal& C hild H ealth m onth

2-Apr JOINT BOARD MEETING & COMMITTEE MEETING
9-Apr LAARFS (The L aughing A ll A bilities Really Friendly S ingers) Leon Moore
10-Apr Bunnings Sausage Sizzle
16-Apr Fairhills High School Presentation on their Cambodian Trip Susan Harris
23-Apr World Literacy Foundation Richard Patterson

30-Apr TBA

M ay is You th S ervic es m onth
2-3 May Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA)

7-May JOINT BOARD MEETING & COMMITTEE MEETING

8-May Bunnings Sausage Sizzle
14-May Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly
21-May TBA
23-May Interact Multi-District Conference 2020 at Axedale
28-May TBA



ROTARY DISTRICT 9810
MODEL UNITED NATIONS ASSEMBLY

SATURDAY 2nd May
and SUNDAY 3rd MAY 2020

MUNA 2020 – SUSPENDED

In response to circum stancessurrounding the CO VID – 19 virusand follow ing a
m eetingoftheDistrict9810 Board onS aturday 14th M arch2020,adecisionhasbeen
m ade to suspend MUNA 2020 due to be held at the Victorian S tate L ibrary on
S aturday 2nd M ay andS unday 3rd M ay 2020.

W hilstcircum stancesm ightperm ittheeventto bestaged laterintheyear,hopefully
before the end ofT erm 3,the ever-changing nature ofthe currentm edicalsituation
m ightpreventthisfrom happening,andaccordingly M U N A 2020 w illbecancelled.

Ifthe event isto be cancelled,asm uch notice aspossible w illbe given to clubsand
studentsofthisaction. In the m eantim e,w e shallcontinue to com m unicate any
furtherdevelopm entsasthey arisetoallclubsconcerned.

W e thankyou foryourunderstanding,supportand enthusiasm to date and askthat
you im m ediately com m unicate thisnew sto allyoursponsored team sthiscom ing
M onday.

Kindregards,

DrDarylM oranandJenny M oran
Co-ChairsM U N A 2020

M U N AD9810@ gm ail.com

mailto:MUNAD9810@gmail.com


From: JudithEadon<judith.eadon.bigpond.com @ clubrunner.em ail>
Date: 14 M arch2020 at8:21:02 pm AEDT

To: FrancesM andergeddes<franniem g@ hotm ail.com >
Subject: Coronavirus update re timeline

Reply-To: "JudithEadon"<judith.eadon@ bigpond.com >

DearFrancesM andergeddes,

T heDistrictBoardhavehadaquery aboutthetim eline.

T heDistrictBoardintendedthatALL public events oreventsotherthanClubM eetingsas from today be
cancelled.

Clubsnow needtoconsidertheirow nsituationinrespectoftheirm eetingsfrom nextw eekonw ards.

Apologiesforany confusioncaused.

R egards
S hiaS m art

R otary DistrictGovernorD9810 2019-20
(m )+61 429 039 369

Judith Eadon

Secretary

District 9810

H 0398733528

M 0417136633

To: All District 9810 Rotarians and Rotaractors

DearAll,

District9810 Boardhasm etthism orningtoconsidertheim plicationsofCovid-19 anditsim pactonDistrict

events.

T heunanim ousdecisionoftheBoardw astocanceltheconferenceinEchuca/M oam anextw eekend. T his

w asadifficultdecisiontakenby consideringthew elfareoftheattendeesbasedfrom advicefrom m edical

inform ationavailableandfrom R otary International.

T hefinancialim plicationsw illbeconsideredastheConferenceCom m itteecontactseventproviders.

T heBoardfoundthedecisiondoubly difficultconsideringtheinvestm entoftim e,effortandtalentm adeby

theconferencecom m ittee. T heBoardcom m endsthecom m itteeandexpressesregretatthenecessity of

cancellationatthislatestage.

Atthisstage,allD9810 eventsscheduledforAprilw illbecancelled. EventsscheduledforM ay andJunew ill

bereview edclosertotheeventdatesandtheDistrictm em bersw illbeinform edthroughtheusual

m eans. P leaseseedetailsbelow .

T heBoardstrongly recom m endstoallclubsthatallpubliceventsscheduledforAprilshouldbecancelled

andeventsscheduledforM ay andJunereview ed. S houldclubsdecidetogoaheadw ithpubliceventsthey

arestrongly advisedtoconsultw iththeDistrictInsuranceO fficerabouttheircoverageorlackthereof. Clubs

w itheventsheldonlandcontrolledby thelocalCouncilshouldcontacttheCouncilofficestoascertaintheir

currentpolicy inregardtotheevent.

mailto:judith.eadon.bigpond.com@clubrunner.email
mailto:franniemg@hotmail.com
mailto:franniemg@hotmail.com
mailto:judith.eadon@bigpond.com


Clubsw illneedtoconsultw iththeirm em bersregardingcontinuingorsuspendingm eetingsforthem onthof

April. Asfellow shipisanim portantaspectofR otary m em bership,clubsm ay considercontinuingm eetings

inadifferentform at,forexam pleusingconferencecallsandon-linetoolssuchasS kypeandZoom orchange

toabriefm eetingw ithoutam eal.

Iam very disappointedtohavetom akethesedecisionsandprovidethisadviceas,atthisstageintheyear,I

w asreally lookingforw ardtoattendingallthesensationally funeventsheldby theclubsinourdynam ic

District.

District Events

M U N A – w illbesuspendedw hilediscussionsareheldw iththeCom m ittee,thevenueandrelevanthealth

authorities

P residents’ m eeting,GrantsS em inar,DistrictAssem bly andDistrictChangeoverw illbeconsideredasthe

datesdraw closer.

Clubsw illbenotifiedasdecisionsarem adeonalltheaboveevents.

Regards

Shia Smart

District Governor 2019-20



7 Surprising Facts About St. Patrick's Day

1. The Real St. Patrick Was Born in Britain
St. Patrick
Much of what is known about St. Patrick's life has been interwoven with folklore and
legend. Historians generally believe that St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, was born in
Britain (not Ireland) near the end of the 4th century. At age 16 he was kidnapped by Irish
raiders and sold as a slave to a Celtic priest in Northern Ireland. After toiling for six years as
a shepherd, he escaped back to Britain. He eventually returned to Ireland as a Christian
missionary.

2. There Were No Snakes Around for St. Patrick to Banish
from Ireland
St. Patrick depicted with his foot on a snake.
Among the legends associated with St. Patrick is that he stood atop an Irish hillside and
banished snakes from Ireland—prompting all serpents to slither away into the sea. In fact,
research suggests snakes never occupied the Emerald Isle in the first place. There are no
signs of snakes in the country’s fossil record. And water has surrounded Ireland since the
last glacial period. Before that, the region was covered in ice and would have been too cold
for the reptiles.

3. Leprechauns Are Likely Based on Celtic Fairies
Leprechauns are known as mischievous Irish fairies.
The red-haired, green-clothed Leprechaun is commonly associated
with St. Patrick’s Day. The original Irish name for these figures of
folklore is “lobaircin,” meaning “small-bodied fellow.” Belief in
leprechauns likely stems from Celtic belief in fairies— tiny men and
women who could use their magical powers to serve good or evil. In
Celtic folktales, leprechauns were cranky souls, responsible for
mending the shoes of the other fairies.

4. The Shamrock Was Considered a Sacred Plant
Three-leaf clovers symbolize spring.
The shamrock, a three-leaf clover, has been associated with Ireland for
centuries. It was called the “seamroy” by the Celts and was considered
a sacred plant that symbolized the arrival of spring. According to
legend, St. Patrick used the plant as a visual guide when explaining the
Holy Trinity. By the 17th century, the shamrock had become a symbol
of emerging Irish nationalism.



5. The First St. Patrick’s Day Parade Was Held in America
Men march in the 1895 Saint Patrick's Day Parade in New York City.
While people in Ireland had marked the birthday of St. Patrick since the 1600s, the tradition
of a St. Patrick’s Day parade began in America and actually predates the founding of the
United States.
Records show that a St. Patrick’s Day parade was held on March 17, 1601 in a Spanish
colony in what is now St. Augustine, Florida. The parade and a St. Patrick’s Day celebration
a year earlier were organized by the Spanish Colony's Irish vicar Ricardo Artur. More than a
century later, homesick Irish soldiers serving in the English military marched in Boston in
1737 and in New York City on March 17. Enthusiasm for the St. Patrick’s Day parades in
New York City, Boston and other early American cities only grew from there. In 2020,
parades throughout the country, including in New York City and Boston were canceled or
postponed for the first time in decades due to the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus.

6. The Irish Were Once Scorned in America
While Irish Americans are now proud to showcase their heritage, the Irish were not always
celebrated by fellow Americans. Beginning in 1845, a devastating potato blight caused
widespread hunger throughout Ireland. While approximately 1 million perished, another 2
million abandoned their land in the largest-single population movement of the 19th century.
Most of the exiles—nearly a quarter of the Irish nation—came to the shores of the United
States. Once they arrived, the Irish refugees were looked down upon as disease-ridden,
unskilled and a drain on welfare budgets.

7. Corned Beef and Cabbage Was an American Innovation
The meal that became a St. Patrick’s Day staple across the country—corned beef and
cabbage—was an American innovation. While ham and cabbage were eaten in Ireland,
corned beef offered a cheaper substitute for impoverished immigrants. Irish-Americans
living in the slums of lower Manhattan in the late 19th century and early 20th, purchased
leftover corned beef from ships returning from the tea trade in China. The Irish would boil
the beef three times—the last time with cabbage—to remove some of the brine.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/retropolis/wp/2018/03/17/the-incredible-story-of-americas-first-st-patricks-day-celebration/
https://www.history.com/topics/immigration/irish-potato-famine
https://www.history.com/news/tenement-photos-jacob-riis-nyc-immigrants
https://www.history.com/tag/china
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